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To: Lacey Porrovecchio <Iporrovecchio@bfsd38.org>

From: wiwhitsitt@aol.com <wfwhitsitt@aol.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 12, 2026 1:04 PM

To: Paul Sandry <psandry@jbsattorneys.com>

Subject: US HWs 35 & 82 and Intersection Traffic Flow and Safety

Hi, Paul. | appreciated the conversation.

Below is the email that was sent to a range of organizations we’ve talked with, including Bigfork Schools
Transportation.

If you think it would be of interest, | could do 5-10 minutes at your meeting on the 19t If there is a
possibility that Bigfork Schools might sign on to the memo, | would hold it until after your meeting. If not,
we can just keep the staff or a Board designee on the update list.

I’ve also attached a one-pager and map in a single PDF.

Thanks for taking a look.

To: Traffic Flow and Safety Stakeholders Along MT Highways 35 and 82

Thanks to all receiving this note for your support of nearer-term traffic flow and safety improvements in
our area, especially along Montana Highways 35 and 82 and their intersection.

| know by recent conversations that a number of you have previously communicated with the Montana
Department of Transportation (MDT) and other local officials about the need for improvements, both
near- and longer-term. That has been very helpful. We have now seen MDT acceptance of a Flathead
County Commission request for a traffic speed study along HW 35 from Ramsfield Road to Bear Hollow
Drive, with preliminary discussion of how it might be expedited. In addition, MDT’s work on how - and
how soon it may be possible - to address concerns like ours has proceeded at a good recent pace.

We now have some 20 organizations, ranging from business to local government, church, chamber of
commerce, philanthropic and others that have indicated interest in supporting more specific nearer-term
action.

As a result, this is to ask you to let me know if your organization would like to be listed on the memo
below that would be sent to the MDT District 1 Administrator. As you will see, its intent is to provide a
first formal indication that our group exists and that it includes a range of stakeholders who would all like
to work constructively toward the needed initial and longer-term traffic and safety improvements it
outlines. Other communication would follow as our group expands and as we know more about
improvement options and plans, but the memo would be the tone-setter.

If you could let me know by this-coming Friday, August 14, we can send the memo next Monday, the 1
Please also feel free to call, text or email with any questions or comments.

Joint Memorandum to the Montana Department of Transportation

7th,

August 17, 2026

The businesses, organizations, and individuals listed below are stakeholders located along or near
Montana Highways 35, 82, and 83, including the intersections where Highway 35 connects with Highways
82 and 83.



We share a growing concern about the increasing volume of traffic on these highways and at these
intersections. We respectfully urge the Montana Department of Transportation to expedite improvements
that will enhance traffic flow and public safety, including interim measures that could be implemented
while permanent solutions are being studied, funded, and completed.
We recognize the challenges MDT faces in planning, prioritizing, and funding transportation and safety
improvements throughout the state. We also appreciate the studies and planning already completed or
underway regarding these highways and intersections. In particular, we appreciate MDT’s willingness to
consider creative approaches that could shorten the timeline for completing the Highway 35 speed study
requested by the Flathead County Commission for the area between Ramsfield Road and Bear Hollow
Drive.
At the same time, we ask MDT to give serious and immediate consideration to reinstalling a fully
functioning traffic signal at the intersection of Highways 35 and 82 as an interim safety measure. At a
minimum, the signal could operate during daylight hours and other periods of significant traffic until a
permanent solution is completed. ’
Those listed below are committed to working constructively with MDT to advance the needed
improvements identified in this memorandum. We would welcome the opportunity to review MDT’s
preferred options and to assist, where appropriate, in moving solutions forward as quickly as possible.
Thank you for considering our concerns and recommendations. Please contact us with questions or
comments.
Listed Businesses, Organizations, and Individuals
[Insert list]
Primary Contact:
Bill Whitsitt
Crossroads Christian Fellowship
406-309-0890
wiwhitsitt@aol.com

Bill
Bill Whitsitt
235 Harbor Drive
Bigfork, MT 59911
406.309.0890 (cell)
wiwhitsitt@aol.com
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August 10, 2026
Montana Highway 35 Bigfork Area Safety:
Traffic Speed Study and Permanent MT HWY 35/82 Stoplight Needed

Background

Increased and increasing development - commercial, institutional and residential - along a 1.67-mile
section of Montana Highway 35 from north of its intersection with MT HWY 82, to the south past the
intersection of MT HWY 83 to Bear Hollow Drive, has led to increased traffic and related safety
concerns. These growing concerns are shared by citizens, businesses and first responders:

This segment of highway serves as a critical transportation route within Bigfork and the Flathead
Valley and experiences increasing traffic volumes, mixed vehicle types, and seasonal congestion. The
intersections within this corridor present ongoing safety concerns, including the lack of permanent traffic
control equipment, limited turning lanes and movements, variable traffic speeds, and challenges for
emergency response access. (Bigfork Fire Chief Jeremy Patton, Letter 3/20/2026)

Concerns are focused primarily on traffic collisions, as well as speed and sudden periodic congestion-
related traffic slowing or stopping, with increasing collision risks. There is added danger to children,
for example in traffic to and from the relatively-new baseball field just off HW 35 at Coverdell Road,
and by Bigfork Schools buses that must turn onto and off the highway.

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) has recognized deficiencies in the subject section of
MT HWY 35 and continues to study and consider a range of long-term improvements for eventual
approval and funding.

Near-Term Actions

Given the number of competing potential MDT projects, and funding uncertainties, it could be many
years before comprehensive highway and intersection improvements can be made. So, several specific
actions can and should be taken on an expedited basis to reduce near-term safety risks:

e A MT HWY 35 speed study requested by the Flathead County Commissioners for the 1.67-mile
segment from Ramsfield Road to Bear Hollow Drive should be expedited. Early implementation
could be by a third-party traffic engineer, using new traffic count and analysis technology and
methods. The study could help determine potential benefits of lowering speed limits for gradual
slowing of MT HWY 35 southbound to 35 miles per hour prior to the MT HWY 82 intersection and
then harmonizing the section’s speed limit with the 35 mph one in effect below Bear Hollow
Drive through Bigfork.

e The MDT should commit to making permanent a full traffic control stoplight at the MT HWY
35/82 intersection. The temporary intermittent full stoplight that has replaced the continual
flashing light periodically during current Sportsman’s Bridge construction has led to very
significant traffic flow and safety risk improvements when in operation. Those benefits should
not cease with bridge completion. And a permanent full stoplight could be part of the long-
term comprehensive plan consideration for the MT HWY 35/82 intersection.

These actions should be expedited, and become part of the baseline of any completed, underway,
modified or new formal traffic study needed to address current traffic patterns, intersection design,
and posted speed limits to determine if modifications are warranted to improve public safety in the
near- and longer-term. Potential outcomes may include adjustments to speed zones, enhanced signage,
turning lane improvements, and other engineering or traffic control measures.

In addition, representing first responders, Bigfork Fire Chief Jeremy Patton has stated in the referenced
letter:
| strongly support this effort as it directly impacts the safety of the traveling public and the ability of
emergency responders to operate effectively within this corridor.
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